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Editorial

The special issue on participants’ developed
project in “A House for an Architect” workshop
in Yazd is published in a time when young
architects and design creatives probe higher
position to undertake their professional role in
the field of architecture, Interior design and
urbanism more than ever.

The developments of the information age and
digital world have provided great opportunities
for these talents’ powerful presence in
architecture and construction and soon a
significant proportion of the job market will be
allocated to them.

By recognizing the issues of the day and
observing society’s longing to achieve higher
spatial and executive quadlities in life and work
environment, young generation of Iranian
architects will soon drive their traditional
competitors out of the field.

dealers will soon be written off from the
architectural service industry and young
talented and capable architects will receive
equal opportunity to compete with grand firms
by employing digital technologies.

Considering various social issues of urban life
such as pollution and traffic, comprehensive
knowledge of economics, energy, culture,
health and employer’'s interest and
approaching toward them will be well-received
among clients. Of course in the current setting,
rural and semi urban lands scaled for villas and
single family residents are prone to provide
more opportunities for new generation of
Iranian architects.

AmirAbbas Aboutalebi
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Special Isssue

A House in Yazd

The Architecture Studio of Amirabbas
Aboutalebi who has accepted the offer
to Design a House for a former colleague
presented the idea of running a competitive
workshop. The site was located in Yazd within
a ten-minute ride from the historical context
of the city. The client was obligated to opt the
winning project of the workshop in order to
execute, construct and pay for all publication
costs of the workflow in Villa magazine inreturn
for the 100% discount on the design contract
fee. The mentioned idea was voluntarily
supported by the ponderous Magazine of
Andishe Iranshahr for the upcoming reasons:
A. Expanding the field of architecture
competitions out of Tehran

B. Encouraging young couples throughout the
countfry to employ contemporary architects
of the country for building their future homes
C. Encouraging architects, especially
younger generations to attend architecture
competitions

D. Devising a proper contract for this certain
project in order to build the winning project
and ceremony affer execution

E. Propagation of the concepts of the
contemporary architecture of Iran while
attempting to update them

These concepts are included as following:
The conscious articulation of space, light and
air

Designing each and every space according
to a specific definition while prompting their
composition and distinction

Trying to design an integrated structure,
compliance and spatial articulation which
reflects the architecture of the region, General
lifestyle of the community and the meaning
belonging to the society in which the project

Journal of Architecture

will be built.

From the set of contemporary Iranian
architecture strategies, health standards,
energy saving, and each panelist's personal
perspective devised ten major criteria by
which the projects would be evaluated:
Considering the interests of the employer
Considering the demanded updates Iran’s
Architecture

Consider the quality of life in several decades
Susceptibility o climate and climate change
Easily built and preferably by application of
local technology

Beauty and originality in design

The clarity and comprehensibility of the
project

intelligent use of space and compatibility
Promotion of Physical and Psychological
Health of Residents

Providing required conditions to be inhabited
for decades

A group of energy analyst experts interacted
during the workshop with all the participants
in order to analyze the following elements
in each group's projects according fo the
received data and the progress of the design
process:

A. Application of natural light for lighting
spaces

B. Amount of received energy from the
Windows

C. Total amount of energy loss from the walls,
floors and ceiling

D. Hour of comfort around the clock and
during the year

E. Considering corridors and connecting
spaces inside and outside of the house

F. Location of wet zones in the floors

G. Location of the engine room
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About

The aim of this design challenge is to:

+ Encourage andreward design excellence while integrating
function, structure, and details at a small scale house for a
family of four (A couple with 2 children).

+Respond to and highlight the unique aspects of designing
a house in a historic zone and a hot/ dry climate with the
constraints of the site and an emphasis on occupant health
and wellbeing.

+ Encourage the employment of sustainable design in alll
aspects (health, energy, economy, form of the proposal.)

Location

The building plot is located in the historical city of YAZD
(Latitude: 31.9350 Longitude: 54.3104) and placed into
an urban context of dwellings between party walls. The
available space is narrow and elongated, 12.00 m wide and
21.00 m length ; and accessible from only one street.
The City of Yazd is located in the middle of the Iranian
plateau, 270 km southeast of Isfahan, close to the Spice
and Silk Roads. It bears living festimony to the use of limited
resources for survival in the desert. Water is supplied to
the city through a (ganah system developed to draw
underground water.

Ideas

Use your imagination...

+ What building materials can be used you use to create an
innovative house?

+ What building forms might work best for the current
environment?

+ How can building design address exireme temperatures in
the most economical way?

+ How to design for accessibility accommodating users with
various ages and abilities?

+How many functions can the structure have?

Be creative ...
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Architect

Amirabbas Aboutalebi

Client

Badrieh Dehghan

Journal of Architecture

AA (Amirabbas Aboutalebi) design studio is an
award winning, comprehensive and forward thinking
multidisciplinary architectural and design practice in
Tehran.

AA design studio was founded by Amirabbas Aboutalebi
in 2008. Amirabbas was born on April 1977 ,29 in Tehran
and had a chilhood interest in drawing, painting and
music that has stayed with him throughout his career in
architecture.

EXPERIENCES:

Shirdel & Partners-Tehran -

(design team) 2004

UOB plaza kenzo tange, interior renovation, Singapore
(concept designer) 2006

KLIA international airport interior design, Kuala lumpur
(concept designer) 2007

Pre engineering building systems - Kirbyinternational.
com - USA

(IRAN coordinator) 2011-2008

Kaveh Glass Head Office Building - Tehran

(Principal Architect) 2013-2009

SIB VILLA - Damavand

(Principal Architect & construction) 2015-2013

Kahrizak Commercial - Tajrish

(Design Architect) 2016

Badriech Dehghan was born in Tehran, Iran. She
graduated her bachelor's degree in architecture in
Tehran and early after that got MSc. (Master of Science)
in Renewable energy and architecture from University of
Nottingham, Nottingham, UK.

Immediately she got to work after she was back to
Iran. She has experiences in different companies and
different projects as Energy analysis architect.

She is now teaching architecture at Yazd university of
art.

Social & Strategic
Designer/Advisor

Mohammad Reza Haeri

Mohammad Reza Haeri is an architect and urban
planner. He studied both fields at the National
University of Iran. His professional life spans several
decades. At the moment, he serves as the editor
of an urbanist quarterly called Andishe Iranshahr.
His most recent projects include helping to
establish the ancient ganat irrigation system as
world heritage at a meeting of FAO/GHIAS in
Rome in May 2014 (Refer to attachment).

He is in charge of a fundamental rethinking of
the regulation and organization of space in
the Caspian sea region. He is leading the large
project on the re-organization of the historic
district connected to the shrine of Imam Reza,
considered to be the most important holy shrine in
Iran (located in Mashhad).

One of his longest running projects has
concerned the historic houses of Kashan. How
was space conceived of and what were dwellers’
expectations of their homes? How are cultural
practices reflected in spatial decisions¢ He has
addressed such questions in  exhibitions and
arficles as well as a major book entitled Home,
Culture, Nature (2010).

He has worked untiringly on retrieving and keeping
the technology that was developed long ago to
deal with indoor air circulation and with matters of
climate. For example, the tall and beautiful wind
towers apparent in the local architecture of desert
cities such as Kashan and Isfahan and island cities
as in Qeshm have been increasingly abandoned
in favor of gas air conditioning units.

Haeri, who has become well-known in such
locales, offers a series of workshops to local
residents and their officials to encourage them
to re-think the costs of the abandonment of the
technical achievements of the past.

As a result of his work on Kashan, he was awarded
an Agha Khan Fellowship in Islamic Architecture
at MIT-Harvard in 1989.

Mohammad Reza Haeri is also an accomplished
musician. He plays the sehtar and tar and has
been working on a project that analyzes the
links between Persian classical music and Persian
architecture

Gslors s aalibad | mq | V'Y



Invited Guests
& Critics

The architectural design process by each
participant will be reviewed by famous and well-
known architects; Rana Saghazadeh, Shahin
Heidar and Hooman Balazadeh during design
development on how successful the work have
been in meeting the consideration & criteria of the

workshop.
Ali Akbar Nasrabadi Is an Iranian architect and artist bornin 1952. he received his associate degree in architecture

from Tehran Technology institute and then continued his studies in Louisiana university/ USA.
After his returning to Iran he started his professional career as superior engineer in designing
Telecommunication building for ministry of post, telegraph and telephone. He had
cooperated with Dr.F Azari in Ekbatan project as the first draftsman. He also has inaugurated
about 46 painting exhibitions in Iran and some other countries.

Shahin Heydari Was born in Iran. where he graduated in MA ( master of architecture). in 2000 he stablished
practises in Tehran and in 2005 he opened “new wave architecture” consulting engineers
and planner in Tehran.

New Wave Architecture(Lida Almassian/ Shahin Heidari) is an architectural practice based
in Tehran, Iran, Islamic Republic of.

Commercial Hospitality + Sport Government + Health. Company Type. Architecture/Design
Firm.

Houman Balazadeh Architecturally, Hooba design team has focused on developing the interactive role of the
building and the people who inhabit them by exploring the social culture and aesthetic
contexts of each project so that every architectural element is inspired by research. By
using new design processing methods and construction technologies, Hooba design Group
seeks to create project with reliable sustainability, energy saving, and yet reducing the
constfruction costs.

Rana Saghazadeh M.Arch., Ph.D., Associate AIA, LEED AP, EDAC, is a tenure-track assistant professor and the co-

director of the Health Design Innovations Lab in the Department of Design & Environmental
Analysis at Cornell University.
Dr. Zadeh's interest includes healthcare design, evidence-based design and the translation
and application of scientifically tested research about design innovation into real-life policy
and practice to achieve the best possible health, safety, quality, and efficiency outcomes
via systems approach. Dr. Zadeh's team is currently working on several projects. One primary
focus is the development of non-pharmacological system solutions to improve quality of life
and manage symptoms for patients with advanced and chronic illnesses, parficularly in
end-of-life, geriatric, and acute care settings. Other projects include the development of
novel technological, environmental, and educational interventions to improve sleep and
circadian rhythms for bedbound patients; the economic evaluation of improvementsin care
environments; and research info how workplace design can improve alertness, productivity,
efficiency, and patient satisfaction.

Journal of Architecture $lone pauai aolilad | u’q | A\

16 |VILLA




18 |VILLA

Criteria &
Evaluation

Entries will be evaluated based on the main criteria made
up of the following 9 points:

st Sensitivity to the exireme climate

2nd Ease of construction and ability to local technologies
3rd The designis originality and aesthetics

4th Sustainable approach

5th Clarity and comprehensibility of the design

6th Cost and affordability

7th Intelligent use of space & adaptability

8th promotion of occupants) psychical and psychological
health

9th accessibility for various ages and supportive of the «aging
inplace)concept.

Consideration

Submissions should consider the following factors;

- Climate condition

- Affordability and usability (examples are multi-use of
building spacesi.e. Kitchen, hall, bedrooms, patios, terraces,
etc.

- Local environment and culture

- Visual comfort

- Adaptability and integration with the local community.

- Security and safety of occupants

- Sustainable design strategies (e.g. natural ventilation,
natural lighting, etc)

-Health (physical and psychological wellbeing), accessibility
and aging in place

Health &
Wellbeings

One main goal of this project to demonstrate successful
integration of sustainability and design creativity with a
focus on occupants) health and wellbeing. The contestants
are invited to address the question how can residential
design promote psychological and physical health of all
occupants, and support accessibility for users from various
ages and physical abilities. The concept of «aging in placeyin
housing is a new infernational frend that enables occupants
fo utilize the environment for long term and maintain
maximum independence as going through various stages of
aging. A healthy residential environment not only addresses
physical and psychological health but anticipates for social
and spiritual aspects of occupants needs.

(Rana Saghazadeh)

Journal of Architecture

Structure

This is a limited competition-workshop among final selected
submitters with the aim of identifying the most appropriate
proposal, which best satisfies the general and specific
objectives of the contest.

The participants should practice, learn, search and work
hard competitively. The applicants must have a skill on
conception/ design developing/ design software/ scale
modeling/ site analysis/ graphic and presentation.

Restriction

The final registration is very limited.
The participants will be selected among the received emails
applicants as per schedule.

Publication

All proposals will be published in printed version of
vilamagazine and social media press. All participants will
receive a cerfification signed by the architect, advisor and
critics.

Souvenir

Participants in this workshop will receive a souvenir of
workshop designed by Kalkdesign , founder Mohammad
Ghaffari, an awarded artist, Mahsa Behi and Bita
Houshmand

Mohammad Ghaffari, an architect, artist
and awarded designer of gold & jwelery,
Mohammad Ghaffari in a lecturer of interior
and architecture courses at the university
of Tehran. He is a member of international
council of museum (ICOM).

Bita Houshmand, an architect, photographer
and designer of gold & jwelery, is an
architectural graduated from the canadian
university of Dubai.

Mahsa Behi, an architect, panter and
designer of gold & jwelery, is an architectural
graduated from the canadian university of
Dubai.
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The Workshop process

Supported by the Iranian Architect and contemporary architecture of Iran’s
medias, call for registration was announced for all interested recipients in
July of 2017. amongst the top volunteer's CVs, 10 groups from the cities of
Tehran, Tabriz, Isfahan, Mashhad, Zanjan and Yazd were selected to afttend
the workshop. The recipients were from different backgrounds from freshmen
architecture students to employed and unemployed graduates and
professional consultants whose participation fees were sponsored by the YOUB
Group.

The intfroduction session was held in the headquarter of Villa Magazine with
attendance of the strategy consultant of the workshop, Engineer Haeri
Mazanarani, chief editor of Andishe Iranshahr magazine, on September ,21
2017 when the main intellectual approaches of the workshop and the client’s
requirements were mentioned. Finally, the parficipants asked their questions
and the possibility of a non-attendance workshop followed mainly by online
correspondences was discussed and agreed upon.

Temporary Submission Meetings

According to the schedules and agenda of the workshop on October 16,2017
and October 28 ,2017 the correction sessions fook place in the headquarters
of Andishe Iranshahr Magazine. The purpose of these meetings were fo
coordinate the design, presented with sketches and physical models with
different scales (1:100 ,1:150 ,1:200) provided separately by each group, with
the announced approaches and to the client’'s demands. In the said sessions
Engineer Amirabbas Aboutalebi, Concept designer of the Workshop, Engineer
Haeri Mazandarani, Strategic consultant and the Client, Mrs. Dehghan
simultaneously discussed and corrected every project according the principals
foretold.

Journal of Architecture
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The Exhibition

The exhibition was held from 5 to 13 December of 2017 at the site of the
National Museum of Communication of the Islamic Republic of Iran located
at the headquarters of the National Garden of Iran with the full support of the
museum and the chairman of the time, Mr. Ali Akbar Nasr-Abadi and exposed
to visiting architectural students and other interested parties. Sustainable
architecture media provided a visual presentation of the exhibition.
Despite the final presentation of the project and the evaluation of the projects
by the panelists presented at the exhibition, the clients were still hesitant
about which project to choose and finally during a ceremony announced
the second group as the winner and executive of their House. The ceremony
for announcing the winning design was held on Monday, December 13,2017
in the hall of the seminar of the National Museum of Communications, and
along with the general analysis of energy, some of the project’s designs were
appreciated as honorable designs.

The workshop has attempts to take a new perspective toward the issue of
energy and health in architecture along addressing the issue of physical,
metaphysical and social health, as the concept of «light and space» as
Iranian architectural resplendence.

Journal of Architecture
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man and its relation to all exterior
Aelements including water, wind,

soil and fire must be valued
more than designing a house. In order
to the so, there must exist a pattern
which in this case is the pattern of a
contemporary citizen's mind who is living
in Yazd according to his preferences and
characteristics.
The major purpose of the pattern is to
achieve unity meaning this person must
feel like a human being in his house.
“How fine is the being that takes a man
to unity2” Architecture is conceived as a
whole or as a part of environment and
the correspondence between the body
and the environment must be taken into
account. If the house is understood as
minor and the city as major residence,
then their correlation is obvious. Based
on this perspective, in the process
of designing a house and in order fo
bring it balance the designer should
develop a concept that improves the
relationship between the resident and
his surroundings.
The city of Yazd is located in the hot
and arid region of Iran; therefore, the
house must be designed to provide
coldness and humidity for its residents.
So our purpose was to provide thermal
and moisture comfort inside the house
while creating architectural qualities

60 | VILLA

Journal of Architecture

11|

to enhance passing the time. All the
interior and exterior elements must be
coordinated to achieve this goal. The
presence of water and its movements,
playing with presence and absence of
light, bringing greenery to the interior,
intelligent coordination according to
the wind flow and favorable light are
all among different strategies used in
fraditional architecture of Iran especially
in cities like Yazd that can help us reach
the templates we seek.

The site of this project is located on North-
East of Yazd. This 12-in-27-meters site is
oriented toward north-west and south-
east and can only be accessed from its
south-east side. Climatic considerations
are very important because of the
harsh weather of the location. Proper
employment of natural light and skipping
its gaze when necessary and application
of the optimal wind (one that flows from
Isfahan to Yazd and is called the Wind
of Isfahan) are among various strategies
used as passive thermal and moisture
conftrol systems in this project.

The building is defined in four functional
levels. By entering the courtyard, we
encounter three levels of access, main
enfrance on the first level, guest room
entrance on the underground and
parking access on the ground floor. The
main entrance is defined by a staircase

P P Frerh

T2

that passes under the volume of the
second floor. These stairs reach middle
courtyard that bids welcome to guests
as well as residents. Living room, private
sitting room, kitchen, guest bedroom
and service spaces are located on the
first level. One of the purposes of this
project is fo value the human'’s place at
home which is shown in the articulation
of space. Placing entrance in the middle
of the building helps achieving this by
organizing the all spaces around an
infermediate space and minimizing the
length of corridors.

Vertical access is made possible by the
staircase located in the private zone.
There are three bedrooms and a small
living room on the second floor. Open-
spaces (balcony) are allocated to all
bedrooms. In addition to the private
open-spaces, there is also an inner yard
in this level which facilitates making
collective memories.

Each of these yards have a share
of water and greenery; which helps
enhancing the space’s quality. This
specification responds to the “cold and
moist” needs of human nature. Moving
from the backside to the front, reduction
of openings’ sizes is apparent which is
meant to suck the wind inside. This has
divided our yards in two groups named
as “cold yards” and “warm yards”.

ENERGY ANALYSIS
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esigning a house in the city of
DYozd was a new challenge for

the design team who was forced
to face various issues such as hot and
dry climate of Yazd, different client
requirements and site's specifications.
The client being a master of energy in
architecture graduate encouraged the
team to engage her in an architectural
dialogue to solve the problems. First
of all, the design team needed to pay
aftention to the client life style and
find out how to approach to resident’s
tendencies and attitudes. One of the
main requirements of the client was to
define certain private zones and having
large windows to connect interior spaces
to the outside in addition to allowing
natural lighting of spaces. However,
based onland subdivision of municipality,
project site could receive direct sunlight
and view only from one side which is
located alongside the yard. Yazd is a
historical city in the center of Iran with
a special architecture, but project’s site
is located out of historical area which is
an opportunity for the team to illustrate
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the continuity of concepts between
outside and inside of the historical area.
Therefore, design team decided to
have a project with conceptual ideas
derived from historical architecture for
contemporary architecture of Yazd.

The design idea initiated with creating
outdoor spaces to respond to the issues
regarding life style, Sunlight, view and
fresh air. From architect’s point of view,
outdoor spaces improve the quality of
indoor spaces, in other words; outdoor
spaces can help indoors to receive
sunlight, picturesque view and natural
ventilation. So, design team decided to
have private yards in the back of the
project and a public yard in the front.
Those yards are connected to each
other with two corridors so they won't
be isolated from the private yards in the
back. outdoor spaces are distributed
from the first level to the last with different
spatial characters, for instance back
yard which is surrounded with the guest
suits, is named Mehman khaneh yard
meaning guest house yard. All outdoor
spaces have similar spatial strategy. In

addition to absorbing earth’s moisture
and coolness, building volume is pulled
in the ground and is formed to facilitate
airflow and natural ventilation in upper
levels. Enhancing natural airfflow and
increasing moisture are key elements
to natural ventilation selected for this
project. Creating forms, corridors and
infermediate floors helps natural air
circulation and cold and humid air will
be blown through interiors by placing a
small pond on its route.

Spatial organization is the key element
to designing residential buildings in
fraditional architecture of Yazd. The
combination of open, closed and
covered spaces in the past have
responded appropriately to different
aspect of life of residence such as life
style, culture, climate and nature in
Yazd. So by scanning traditional houses
in Yazd one can recognize the relation
between these different types of space
that were the main source of inspiration
in the project.

ENERGY ANALYSIS
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n a quick glance at the houses in

Yazd, not much is seen more than cob

and mud, but while passing through
these houses and valuable buildings,
one is amazed by its diversity, facade,
detail, form, volume and space as well
as functionality. We, as passengers
and observers, are surprised by the
environment and climatic factors such
as wind, sun, and plants. The need to
design a Home arises this very moment
but can only be properly resolved to by
recognizing the vernacular architecture
and adapting it to the needs of the time.
The premier concept for this house is
based on a brief study of various types
of traditional houses in Yazd and the
city’s climate. The process of concept
formation is described below:
The general form of the designed house
is a combination of three common types
of fraditional houses in Yazd:
The trihedral of single yard pattern
(Kolahdouz-ha House), external and
internal courtyards of the two yard
patterns (Lari-ha House), houses with
Godal-Baghche (Taraghi House).
The result of these three patterns is
modernized in the design of the home
and the frihedral house with the pattern
of external and internal courtyards,
which includes Godal-Baghche.
Climate studies indicate that annual
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thermal fluctuations in Yazd is 41 degrees
Celsius and the daily thermal fluctuations
is around 20 Degrees Celsius. This
difference in temperature is due to the
lack of adequate humidity in the air. The
foresaid issue was resolved By placing the
pond and green space in the innermost
(Darooni) courtyard because the water
of the pond creates evaporative cooling
while leafy trees’ shading In the summer
in innermost courtyard and wall of the
building creates a cool atmosphere with
optimum moisture for comfort in warm
and dry seasons. The trees allow light
to enter the building in cold seasons by
losing their leaves.

Same as the walls of the city that provide
security against human invasions and
wildlife, the walls of the house are in
charge of shielding its interior from the
outer world. In the design of the house,
we tried to preserve the privacy of the
traditional household and its spirituality.
For this purpose, the hierarchy of the
inner and outer boundaries of the yard
separate the guests from the permanent
residents of the building. The people on
business enter the house directly from the
courtyard to the work room. Members
of the family and close relatives are
allowed to enter the private space and
the inner courtyard. We find that the
inner courtyard is used as the second

living room in the summer season. For
this purpose, a Space is placed on the
second floor.

In the zonings devised according to the
employer’'s daily activities who spent
most of her time in the kitchen, it is
placed near inner courtyard in order to
use natural lighting during the day. An
unbroken line of sight from the kitchen to
all public spaces of the house is provided
on the first loor and maintained through
other levels. There exist a hierarchy in
privacy of the spaces from the first to the
last level where the outmost isolation is
provided.

Regarding the selection of materials,
brick was chosen as a vernacular option
that has high thermal capacity and low
heat transfer capability. In addition to
the climatically suitable features of brick,
this element has always been of great
importance fo Iranian architecture,
especially in the southern regions and
its application in the building can affect
certain qualities, such as permeability,
belonging, sense of richness, and the
form quality. On the facades, the
shadows are created by pushing parts
of the wall back and forth which will
have a significant role in reducing the
temperature inside the house.

ENERGY ANALYSIS
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the central courtyard was placed in the

ground to decrease the heat transfer of
the building. Furthermore, according to the
energy analyses, the corridor was placed
on the east side of the site plan to achieve
smaller amounts of radiation.
The organization of spaces around the
central courtyard, favorably generates both
natural light and transparency in the building.
By placing the terrace in front of the kitchen,
we can use the open spaces viewed in the
yard. It creates half-open spaces for the
underground. In the south part of the site, the
volume was efficiently divided into four boxes
considering the most favorable conditions
for creating shadow and maximizing the
achievement of south light.

F or attaining more efficiency in this climate,
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a critical dialectic between twentieth-century theoretical

discourse and the demands of the client. Yazd'’s religious
culture and the typological studies of its houses shows that the
vernacular residence of Yazd generally included a central
void coordinated to Qibla axis. This shaped the main formal
concept of the project. Regarding these two cases (religious
culture, Qibla direction), the concept discovered by the
design feam discovered for the project was “The House as a
temple to live “which is an attempt to establish a discourse
with the Villa Savoy of Le Corbusier, “A house is a machine to
live in”.
For us, the void was important in this project, so empty spaces
were created according to the program and the wishes of
the client, afterwards other parts of project formed around
these voids like a confinuous loop. This solution is the result of
an indirect dialogue and quotation with two projects of Rem
koolhaas (a very large library and CCTV project in China).
Subsequently, the project takes shape with a fundamental
change in comparison fo traditional homes of Yazd, which is
the major role played by the kitchen as the heart of the house
while in fraditional houses of the region it's usually placed afar
from the design focal point. in this project both private and
public space are connected by the kitchen. Regarding the
project’'s organization, the possibility of future separation of
the whole house into 3 separate unites available to live for two
children and the parents was considered. Finally, the materials
applied in the construction of this project are concrete and
brick, one signifying regional and the other international
features of the project, that makes the double reading of the
design possible and establishes a border between Iranian and
international architecture.

The project of the architect’s house in Yazd is the result of
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ENERGY ANALYSIS The spatial organization of the
house is carried out at four main
levels: the enfrance gap plays a
significant role in this division.
After passing through the middle
step of the gap, we reach the main
surface of the house. The level of
the main kitchen, living room and
the vast porch that surrounds the
house provides secondary access
to mentioned spaces. A step from
this level leads to the garden pit.
N N service spaces and guestrooms are
- - also placed in this level. bridges
] guide us to the private space of
the house from within the main
Underground Floor Ground Floor surface where there is a private
gathering space of the bedrooms.
Master bedroom defines its borders
with a bridge through the gap
and the children’s bedrooms are
each separated with a pedestrian
walk to the top floor, where an
independent and shared children’s
playground exists. The elevator
in the lobby facilitates access in
different levels.
The overall volume is shaped like a
step to drag the light to the heart of
the building. it additionally provides
a suitable sefting for balconies
and exterior’'s access to maintain
spatial continuity from the garden
pit to the highest level.

It should be noted that the
rotation of the garden pit in the
volume caused the formation of
non- perpendicular corners in the
volume. Therefore, by locating
friangular green balconies in the
corners of the building’s volume
while helping the separation of
the green spaces in different
Sun Path classes the mentioned issue will be

resolved.

Radiation Map

First Floor

Second Floor Third Floor

Journal of Architecture
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Humidifier Box

square meters with a stretch toward

northwest - south-east in Yazd. The idea
of this project is based on the comparison of
the yard’s position in tfraditional and modern
houses. The courtyard in the traditional
houses is located in the center while in
the modern home it is usually in front of or
behind the building’'s mass. In this design,
both of these spatial qualities are provided
for the project by the presence of an outer
courtyard in front and an interior courtyard
in the heart of the mass. In order fo connect
two courtyards to each other a corridor
which is one of the original elements of local
architecture called Sabat is used. Between
the outer and inner courtyard, more public
spaces are placed on the ground floor and
first floor while private spaces, are located in
the inner edge of the courtyard to the end
of the site.

This project is located in an area of 288

Void

Vertical Access
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Section D-D

Section E-E

xplaining the Concept and Formation

of Architectural Design:

We believe that architecture and

form of life are correlated. Historically,
the architecture of hot and dry areas of Iran
is infrovert due to the climatic conditions of
the region. On the other hand, Introversion
is rooted in the way people live, which has
linked these two issues together.
This house is a narration of the introversion,
calling for extravagance to a banquet
in its own places, so a careful distinction
between these two features is necessary
in order to find the architectural keywords
from different perspectives.
Creating a mysterious atmosphere, the
game of light and shadow while having a
complete harmony with the climate and
having the unigue and contemporary
personality and connecting to inhabitants,
has shaped the basic idea of the structure
and its compositions, which is also reflected
in the enfrance of the house.
An eye-cafching porous facade and a
curve plane is drawn from the main shell
that invokes the individuals easily. From the
beginning, dynamic sequences invite the
individual from outside to inside to explore
the space.
The courtyards are one of the most
striking spots of introversion in this building.
Considering the yards in this project as a
vital resurgence for today’'s home so that
the two-dimensional perspective replaces
a three-dimensional one, therefore, the
courtyard endows Life and vitality even on
upper floors.

ENERGY ANALYSIS
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Villa News

LI

Vila News, alongside with reflecting the
exclusive news of editorial board, gallery,
workshop and the publication of villa, is
determined to bring up and train high class
journalist-architects by selecting creative and
powerful volunteers. The requirements are
having a degree in architecture, membership
in different media, relationship with architects
and presence in architectural seminars.
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Architecture and Health Committee’s First Meeting

On June 22, 2017 the first meeting of the Architecture and
Health group was held at “New Wave Architecture office”
with the presence of the founders/members of this group,
Ms. LidaAlmasian, Ms. Rana Saghazade, Mr. Amirabbas
Aboutalebi and Mr.Shahin Heidari.

The main goal of the group is facilitating conversations
about designing buildings for health and wellbeing. Future
dialogs can be formed among the fields of architecture
medicine engineering and management on optimizing
architectural design to improve health.

Some concepts discussed in this first meetings are the
combination of field of medicine and architecture, concept
and healing architecture. The team discussed it would be
beneficial to hold educational sessions in the future namely
on the subjects of EBD (evidence base design), design to
improve mental and physical health, and design to help
manage symptoms and improve quality of life.

L

© Photos: Mahsa Chaharbaghi
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The name of this alley was Nima

“... That's how the old man lived far away from any gesture among us, and he
wondered about everything with his rustic simplicity, and whatever people got
fough on him, he fightened his belt even further, that finally inured to our wretched
life, and has been closed like a pearl in the heart of a broken shell for many years...”
| do not remember when and where | heard the name “Nima” for the first time ,
but the oldest text about Nima Youshij, which | remember, is this text about Nima'’s
life that his neighbor ,Jalal Al-Ahmad wrote. The teacher was reading it aloud from
the book at the literature class And today | much more understand the meaning
of that paragraph. I think it must have taken years for the sadness in Jalal's writing
fo be engraved on one’s heart; Right after reading the newspaper headline
“Destruction and transformation of Nima's house into a traditional café”

This, gives more sense to his poems; "Hey! People” and " My house is cloudy”. As if
once again, the old man sat on the porch of his villa, with a cloak on his shoulders
while looking again at young “Sharaagim”, this time shouting:

“My House is Cloudy

The entire earth is cloudy.

Above the neck, the shattered

And desolate and drunken

Wind whirls downward.

The entire world is desolated by it..."

This poem brings up a question that fakes me back to the text of A-Ahmad’s letter.
Did the poet know that even after his death some severities would maintain 2
And | sigh! Because he is not even between us to defend himself. Oh! From the
mass of this ruthlessness.

Thenmy eyeswandertowards the blue pillars of the villain Dezaashib Neighborhood.
Unlike him, the walls of his house will not bare the toughness and insensitivity of the
people.

A child without his father...

“Hey, people

who are sitting on the shore, happy and laughing,
someone is dying in the water,

someone is constantly struggling

on this angry, heavy, dark, familiar sea.

When you are drunk

with the thought of getting your hands on your enemy,
when you think in vain

that you've given a hand to a weak person

to produce a better weak person,

when you tighten your belts, when,

when shall | tell you

that someone in the water

is sacrificing in vaine”

Behrad Mahdavi

Journal of Architecture
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Villa Recording

Villa will attempt to document and archive
contemporary villas, to get to know their
design principles and architectural values.
Our aim here is to accentuate forgotten
and demolished buildings which have some
architectural qualities.
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Villa Gallery

A A4

Villa Gallery intents fo publish a series of
selected artworks while collaborating with
leading-edge national and international
galleries. These works of art can be
presented in the form of painting, sculpture,
wall  painting, photography, archives,
artworks and etc. along with the artwork’s
description.
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Earth, a Public Asset

“"Our ancestors believed in the
unity of all living and the non-
living creatures. We, too, should
recover this sense of unity with

fellow human beings,

other

species and future generations
and show responsibility towards
them.” (Indira Gandhi, 1984)
Ever since human beings broke
away from their ancient beliefs

that

relied on the unity of

elements and initiated unwise
interventions as the conquerors
of Earth and the most honored
creation, the tragedy of
devastation of species started.
present, the threat
destfruction of biodiversity has
blurred the future of human
beings, while there has beenrare
issues of such vital significance
in the history of human society
neglected to this extent.

of

At

Even

today, all mankind

of

is

using products whose origins

are

rooted in

wildlife.

The

two main activities of human
being, i.e. animal breeding and
agriculture, have been based
on species born out of wild
plants and animails.
Conservation of genetic diversity
is both a moral obligation and
a guaranteed
the future. Once an old whale
hunter had said: «Nature is like
a fishing net with millions of life

knofts.

investment

nothing could survive on
own and independently. All life
knots are tied to each other and
the survival of each and every
living creature is guaranteed
by its mutual linkage with other
creatures. The extinction of a
certain species will frigger that of
the others and is likely to engulf
all knots in the extent of life.n
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In this stretch of land,

its

This simple saying perceived by the hunter
naturally and through experience, elucidates
more articulately than any scientific explanation,
the essence and the integrated relations between
elements of nature. With such a vision, the amazing
diversity of flora and fauna not only shows the
beauty of natural elements, but also indicates that
these species are all linked in a single life chain. The
extinction of any of these species will mean the loss
of alink in the chain and this wave will continue to
reach us, human beings.

Samila Amir Ebrahimi’s works convinced me more
than ever that in fraining the mindset and spirit of
today’s human being, the language of art is more
powerful and influential than scientific language.
In her nature-oriented works, she traces the unity
of elements of nature and the interlinked life of
human beings, animals and plants since ancient
fimes and expresses them in the language of art.
The ancient motifs she has collected demonstrate
the principal and inseparable components of two
forms of the primitive human'’s life, i.e. cultivation
and animal breeding. Hence, scientific findings
tfouch people’s spirit and hearts in the form of
artworks. Amir-Ebrahimi has borrowed the materials
for her sculptures from nature and due to a nature-
oriented mindset, fransformed dry tree branches
and barks into birds and animals to which there
is no alike found in nature. For instance, she has
installed the beak of an African ibis on the face of
a grebe, while fitting a stork’s neck with a grebe’s
head. Then she has fransplanted it on the body of
a duck, whose legs belong to a stilt. Since these
species do not all belong to a single region, she has
esuUT together all confinents of Earth and created
e\ species whose elements come from different

Mueps oo apathy and absence of moralities
(o]l =olalaM=itolaRie, Orotecting our country’s nature
elploN=HelV[(el-FMale=B{oll. d in the face of human's
exploitations.

However, there is sfill shopS RialeliNelanlllelV Naglic
=olfelallzalNelaloRejial-MelaINSEa/OlN] Country will further
dpproach nature, and by diskelisleRislcA%el[V[X¥elgle)
bedufias.of Earth, will prote gRiNI-Re R AR =102

Henrik Majnounian, December 2016
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Villa Talented

VILLA is attempting to take the architectural cre-
ativities on designing villas, which are done by
universities and other educational institution’s
students, info close consideration in order fo in-
froduce the best student projects designed by
this subject in every season as well as its publish-
ing under the name of the designer, including
all the necessary architectural details. Our main
scope will be environment, energy and new
methods of construction.
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